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CURTIS, MAvOR. 


4 Cimmon Council holden in the Chamber of the Guildhall of the City of 
Lindn, en Thurſday the 13th Day October, 1796. 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 


THAT the Thanks of this Court be given to the 
Reverend THOMAS ROBERTS, Chaplain to the Right Honourable 
the Loxp-Mayos, for his excellent Sermons preached before his Loxp— 
SHIP, the JUDGES, ALDERMEN, SERJEANTS AT LAw, SHERIFFS, and 
CITY OFFICERS, at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, on the Seventeenth 
of April, and the Twenty-Ninth of May laſt, being the Firft Sundays in Eafter 
and Trinity Terms, and that he be deſired to print the fame, and cauſe a 
Copy thereof to be ſent to the LORD Mavok, JuDGts, ALDERMEN, 
SERJEANTS ar Law, SHERIFFs, and Cirw OFFICERS, and to the 


MzMBERS of this COURT. 
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TO THE 


Right Honourable WILLIAM CURTIS, 
LORD MAYOR, 


THE 


WORSHIPFUL THE ALDERMEN, 


THE 


RECORDER, THE SHERIFFS, 


AND THE 


COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LONDON, 


SERMON, 


Cathedral Church of St. Paul, 


ON THE SEVENTEENTH OF APRIL, 1796, 


AND PRINTED AT THEIR REQUEST, 


IS RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED 


BY THEIR OBEDIENT SERVANT, 


LONDON, 
OCT, a8, 1796. THE AUTHOR, 
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GENESIS, CHAP, XVIII. PART OF THE TWENTY FIFTH VERSE. 


SHALL NOT THE JUDGE OF ALL THE EARTH DO RIGHT? 


Ir has been remarked, with great truth and accuracy, that 
God has been pleaſed to ſubmit three books to the peruſal 
and obſervation of mankind—the Book of Scripture—the 
Book of Conſcience—and the Book of Nature. The firſt 
contains the clear and poſitive declaration of his will, and 
diſplays his judgments and viſitations—the ſecond affords 
the innate teſtimony that man is an accountable creature—the 
third exhibits the moſt lively characters of the Deity, and 
of that order and regularity ſo conſpicuous in the univerſe. 


The Bible, or the Book of Holy Writ, contains a law 


and teſtimony to teach us our duty, as we are in covenant 
E 4 with 


1 


with God—« 1 will put my law in their heart 3” it contains 


ſtatutes and commandments to inforce obedience to our 


heavenly Sovereign ; it contains the awful fear of God and 
his judgments, to animate our zeal and diligence, and to 
make us walk in all the ordinances of the Lord blameleſs. . 
In the Book of Geneſis, it is recorded that the daring fins of 
a depraved and abandoned people, challenged the enquiry, 
and finally drew down the awful judgment of God. Pre- 


vious, however, to the execution of the terrible ſentence, 


God condeſcends to communicate his intention to Abraham, 
his choſen, faithful ſervant—** ſhall I hide from Abraham, 
«« that thing which I do?” The judgments of a perfect Being 
muſt be attended with infinite juſtice and diſcernment, but 
mercy will nevertheleſs recommend caution and timely for- 
bearance ; God, therefore, declares—** he will go down, 
and ſee whether they had done altogether, according to the 


cry of it, which was come unto him; but if not, I will 


« know.” Abraham, part of whoſe character is deſcribed 


by God himſelf,* as one that would do juſtice and judg- 
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% ment,“ convinced of the heinous crime of that abandoned 
people, only preſumes to intercede for the righteous, who 
might peradventure. reſide among them—* Wilt thou alſo, 

© O Lord, 


» Geneſis xviii. 19. 


„ 


0 Lord, deſtroy the righteous with the wicked?“ But 
reflecting, at the ſame moment, on the diſcriminating juſtice 
of God, he moderates his queſtion by obſerving—** that be 
far from thee to do after this manner, to ſlay the righteous 
„ with the wicked; that be far from thee;” and ſatisfies 
his mind with this general obſervation and ſubmiſſive acqui- 
elcence—** ſhall not the Judge of all the earth do right?“ 
A merciful God condeſcended to liſten to every plea in favour 
of the righteous and innocent“ peradventure ten righteous 
„ ſhall be found there, and God ſaid, I will not deſtroy it 
« for ten's ſake.” The event was that inflexible juſtice 
inflicted, exterminating deſtruction on that abandoned people— 
the Lord rained down fire and brimſtone, he overthrew 
« thoſe cities, and all the plain, and the inhabitants of the 
„ cities, and that which grew on the ground.“ 


If we ſeriouſly conſult that divine book, remark the re- 
corded inſtances of God's judgments, and examine its various 
precepts, we ſhall readily join in the pious declaration of 
Abraham“ ſhall not the Judge of all the earth do right?“ 
It muſt be confeſſed that the moſt conſummate. art and deſign 
of the craftieſt hypocrite cannot deceive the infinite wiſdom 

of 


* Geneſis xix. 24, 25. \ 
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of God, or cauſe the leaſt confuſion in his infallible judg- 
ment. The all- ſeeing eye of God penetrates into the deep 
receſſes of the heart, diſcovers all its intrigues and wander- 
ings, and traces all its thoughts long before they are carried 
into execution. All perſons and things appear to God in 
their genuine character, diſtindt and perfect; ſo that what 
is really evil, cannot in his judgment have the moſt diſtant 
appearance of being good; and what is intrinſically good, 
cannot be miſrepreſented as evil. God views all our thoughts 
and actions, like objects ſeen through a microſcope, varied 
in all their ſhades and colours, or diſtorted with all their 
defects and deformities ; ſo that his infinite perception and 
judgment are commenſurate with the minuteneſs or magnitude 
of the object. That divine book informs us“ that God will 
„ manifeſt the ſecret counſels of the heart.” Did not the 
inward diſpoſition, the internal purity of the heart come under 
conſideration in the judgment of God, it might be productive 
of error and partiality, for though an habitual practice of 
evil is an infallible proof of an evil man, yet an external 
courſe of good and apparently virtuous actions is no ſuch 
certain criterion, or teſtimony, of 'a good man ; the reaſon is 
obvious, virtue may be counterfeited, but vice cannot; a 
deſigning, artful character, who can regulate his paſſions | 


and 
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and command his inclinations, may aſſume an external and 
Phariſaical diſguiſe of piety and goodneſs; may be temperate, 
chaſte, and ſelf-denying ; ** may give alms to be ſeen of men; 


may pray, and that frequently,” ſuited to ſome particular 


purpoſe, and ſubſervient to ſome worldly deſign, yet in- 
wardly retain his vicious nature and depravity of heart; but 
a ſincere and ſtrictly good man can never put on the maſk of 
wickedneſs, enter into the abandoned paths of actual vice and 


blaſphemy, and yet retain his good name and reputation; be- 


cauſe ſuch a character would ceaſe to be a counterfeit or aſ- 
ſumed, but become reality. Man may be deceived, but God 
cannot. Every one will certainly be condemned by that 
«© Judge who muſt do right,” whoſe outward actions pro- 
claim him to be evil; neither can he be acquitted who does 
not unite with a holy life, a pure, honeſt, ſincere, and up- 


right heart. 


Since God, our heavenly Judge, poſſeſſes ſuch intuitive 


knowledge as to comprehend the moſt exact, diſcriminating, 


and impartial view of the outward and inward man, ſo his 


judgment is decided and infallible. No external reſpect, or 


worldly diſtinction, no fancied merit, or plauſible pretext, 


can dazzle his all.ſeeing eye—no internal paſſion or prejudice, 
D. no 
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no miſplaced affection or partiality, can pervert the all-perfe&t 


judgment of God. The wealth of worlds can neither bribe 


him in our favour, or the malice of man prejudice him to 


our hurt; no ſpecious pretences can juſtify a vicious and im- 
moral, courſe of life; no ſolemn hypocriſy ſupply the place 


of a ſincere and honeſt heart; no public profeſſion, exalted | 


rank, or ſplendid abilities, can palliate or excuſe private vices, 


or juſtify a conſtant repetition of depraved actions. In pro- 
portion to the extent of the opportunity we have of knowing 
our duty, the more culpable will be our neglect. 'The more 
exalted our. ſituation in life, the more will it be remarked; 


for in a worldly, as well as moral ſenſe “ unto whomſoever 


much is given, ſhall much be required.” The prevailing 
diſpoſitions of our hearts, and the integrity and purity of our 


lives, whether we are faithful friends to God, ſincere lovers 
of holineſs, and the true diſciples of a crucified Saviour, or 
the ſlaves of our paſſions and humours, lovers of pleaſure 


more than lovers of God,“ in compliance with general 


am or from depravity of mind, will be examined and 


recorded by that Judge who muſt do right. Let us remember 
„ the word of God is quick and powerful, and ſharper than 
any two-edged ſword, piercing even to the dividing aſunder 
of ſoul and ſpirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a 


« diſcerner 
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diſcemer of the thoughts and intents of the hearts; neither 
„ js there any creature that is not manifeſt in his fight ; but 
-66 all things are naked and open unto the eyes of him with 
„om we have to do.“ 


1 


The great forbearance and long-ſuffering of God, ought to 
excite our gratitude, rather than provoke his diſpleaſure by a 
repetition of our vices. Let us not join in the ſentiment, 
* becauſe ſentence. againſt an evil work is not executed 
T ſpeedily; therefore the heart of the ſons of men is fully 
* ſet in them to do evil.” The fins of mankind are, no 
doubt, at this preſent time great and offenſive; but under the 
exiſting ſtate and circumſtances of the world, God, in his 
wiſdom and counſel, ſecret from us, does not viſibly inflict 
immediate puniſhment on the wicked, yet we have ample 
and convincing proof ** that his judgments are ſtill in the 
„earth.“ God is pleaſed to leave the external forms of 

human policy, and the adminiſtration of national juſtice, to the 
wiſdom and direction of man, founded, however, on the 


laws of immutable truth, juſtice, and mercy; and though 


our Saviour declared . his kingdom not to be of this world,” 
yet, in his human nature, ſubmitted to the laws of man, 


and 


— 


* Hebrews xiv. 12, 13. | F Eccleſiaſtes viii. 11. 
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and has reſerved to himſelf the final — „ohen all 
% ſhall e before his e ſeat.“ 


The Scripture lte l deſeribes thoſe who have the 
adminiſtration of juſtice upon earth, Kings, Judges, and Ma- 
giſtrates, by the beautiful and figurative expreſſion of ſhields 
of the earth belonging unto God.” * Shields to protect the 
rights of the upright from the fiery darts of the wicked. 
Shields to cover the miſerable and oppreſſed. Shields to 
preſerve inviolate . to all their dues, tribute to whom tribute 
js due, cuſtom to whom cuſtom, fear to whom fear, honour 
„% to whom honour.” + Shields to defend God's holy re- 


ligion and worſhip, from the ſcoff of infidels, and the de- 


clared enemies of Chriſtianity — “ that God may be our God 
for ever and ever, and be our guide unto death,” 4 


In addition to the revealed will of God in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, God has alſo placed within us the book of conſcience, 
written in the heart of man—** not with ink, but with the 
ws Spirit of the living God ; not in tables of ſtone, but in 
«« fleſhy tables of the heart.“ 8 "This is a book the moſt il- 


literate 


* Pſalm xlvii. 9, | + Romans xiii. 7. 


+ Pſalm xlviii. 14. C 2 Cor. lit. 3. 
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literate may underſtand, and yet is too often neglected and 
diſregarded. "by | 
St. John alludes to the production of it hereafter—** I ſaw 
* the dead, ſmall and great, ſtand before God; and the books 
were opened; and another book was opened, which is 
„ the book of life, and the dead were judged out of thoſe 
things which were written in the books according to their 
«© Works.“ Every man's heart, whether Jew or Gentile, muſt 
be impreſſed with this truth, that God is a witneſs to all our 
thoughts and actions, and that we are accountable creatures. 
From this ſecret teſtimony of conſcience, from this inward 
conviction that God is acquainted. with all our actions, ariſes 
that terror and remorſe which are the inſeparable companions 
of guilt. That ſuch ſentiments are innate in the heart of man, 
is evident from the behaviour and conduct of our firſt. 
parents. When the ſenſe of their recent guilt and diſobedience 
operated powerfully on their minds, they fondly imagined 
they could hide themſelves from the preſence of their Creator. 
That very act evidently aroſe from the inward impulſe of 
conſcience, and plainly confeſſed them to be guilty and ac- 
| E countable 


* Rev. xx. 12. 
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countable creatures. What reaſon can be aſſigned hy they 


„ ſhould attempt to avoid the divine preſence, by hiding 
| | « themſclves among the trees of the garden,” unleſs they 


were alarmed by remorſe and ſhame, and convinced that. God 
was an eye-witneſs to all their actions, and was well! ac- 
1 quainted with their erime and -difobedience? It muſt have 
j originated from the diſtraction and terror which ever acoom- 


panies guilt and a wounded: conſcience. 


Thus the wicked of the preſent age, conſcious - of their 
crimes, would fain hide themſelves in the garden of in- 
fidelity, and Melter themſelves under the deadly and dreary 
ſhade of Atheiſm. Such a weak ſubterfuge beſpeaks terror 
of mind, and the awful fear of bringing their actions to 
the ſtandard of truth and rational inveſtigation. Times of 


* 


barbarous triumph, are generally times of enthuſiaſm, raſh- 
neſs and infidelity which recent experience confirms. Times 
of affliction and viſitation are times of conviction and re. 
turning conſcience. 'When Simeon was bound before his 
\ brethren, and the horrors of puniſhment alarmed him, con- 


ſcience -induced him to declare we are verily guilty con- 
<« cerning our brother, in that we ſaw the anguiſh of his 
*« ſoul 
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faul, When he beſought us, and we would not hear; 
„ therefore is this diſtreſs come upon us.“ “ May the ſame 
confeſſion of guilt, and the awakening powers of conſcience, 
make us and every other nation, implore the forgiveneſs of 
God, and induce mankind univerſally to cultivate peace, con- 
cord, forgiveneſs, love, truth, juſtiee, and -mercy ! 


The book of nature exhibits to us the moſt lively charac« 
ters and evidences of the Deity and his attributes, that he 
is a God of order, and therefore demands obedience. The 
moſt [ſuperficial obſerver muſt be convinced that order and 
government are the two main pillars which ſupport and keep 
up this wonderful and well-eonſtructed fabric, the natural 
World. Wherever we turn our eyes, we are encompaſſed 
with viſible proof and ſelf-evident demonſtration. If we 
look up— we find the heavens declare the glory of God, 
„and the firmament ſheweth his handy work ;” if we 
take a ſurvey of the earth, we find the animal and vegetable 


kingdom under fixed and well-regulated laws even the 
inanimate parts of nature are ſubject to certain rules and 
reſtrictions, the waves of the ſea know their - bounds, 
«+, fire and hail, fnow and vapour, , ſtorm and tempeſt -fulfil 
| „ ie 
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© his word.” Without order, ſyſtem and regularity. in the 
natural world as well as the moral, all religion and traces 
of the Deity, would be utterly loſt and annihilated. The 
natural debt we all owe to our Creator and Preſerver, for 
the regular change of the ' ſeaſons, the conſtant ſupply of 
the productions of the earth, and the various bleſſings ariſing 
from his bounty ought to make us exclaim—“ Lord, what 
« js man that thou art thus mindful of him, or the ſon of 
«© man that thou thus regardeſt him!“ LEES bing nnd 

The revelation of God's holy will, the reſponſibility of 
man, and gratitude for favours received, are eſſential principles 


in religion; deny that God regards the ways of man, and 


you at one blow overthrow the glorious fabric of religion— 
remove reſponſibility from man, and you make him ferocious 
and profligate - argue that the operations of nature are the 
effects of chance and you break the well-compatted chain of 
natural cauſes and effects. 


Since God has been pleaſed to grant us ſuch opportunities 
of being inſtructed in our various dutics and obligations, and 
written in ſuch legible characters, we muſt ſubſcribe to the 
ſentiment of Abraham—*<* that the Judge of all the earth 


cc muſt 
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* muſt do right.” Let us, therefore. with Chriſtian ſince- 
rity and humility, examine and prepare ourſelves for that 
ſolemn, ſcrutinizing, and final judgment, when all muſt 
«© appear before the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, to receive the 
© things done in his body, according to that he hath done, 
„ whether it be good or bad.“ In order to perform this 
important duty in the moſt effectual manner, we muſt take 
an impartial ſurvey of all our actions. We muſt remove 
that mis-guiding principle, ſelf-love, which, like a traiterous 
Judas, is apt to betray us with a kiſs, and ſurrender us a 
prey to the worſt of enemies. Experience will readily in- 
from us how chearfully we yield to the ſoft whiſpers and 
faſcinating perſuaſions of ſelf- love, and ſelf-deception ; and 
how eaſily we ſatisfy our minds with the deceitful and 
miſapplied compariſon, ** by thanking God we are not as 
„ other men are; extortioners, unjuſt, or adulterers.“ We 
condemn the faults of others, but cannot perceive ** the beam 
that is in our our own eye.” The charge to Abraham 
was, to walk before God and be perfect,“ or, as it is in 
the margin, ** upright ;” intimating, that if perfection is not 
attainable by human nature, yet we may be upright,” by 

F 8 candour, 


2 Corinthians v. 10. 
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candour, ſincerity, humility, Juſtice, mercy, temperance, and 
faith. 


Let ſuch a powerful ſenſe of God's glorious majeſty and in- 
finite knowledge, with the awful contemplation of his unerring 
judgment, dwell on our minds, as the moſt effectual means 
of purifying and cleanſing our hearts; let our hearts be as 
free from the thoughts and ſuggeſtions of evil, as our lives 
are from the practice of it; beloved, if our hearts con- 
% demn us not, then have we confidence towards God,” 
„ Let us have a conſcience void of offence towards God 
and towards man, and let us hold faſt the profeſſion 
„of our faith without wavering, for he is faithful who 
has promiſed,” 


Let us give glory to. God the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, 
three Perſons and one God, with praiſe and thankſgiving, 
both now and for evermore, AmMEN. 
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